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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 
* Advantage, London.” 

A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 47. 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
there are at present on view, among other exhibits, 
three samples of cotton grown in Natal (see ‘ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 28th September, p. 586), on view 
for a week only; samples of woollen hosiery sold in 
the markets of Japan and China (see p. 10 of this 
issue) ; samples of Continental plate glass imported into 
Japan (see p. 10 of this issue); two sample beer bottles 
of Chilean manufacture (see * Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
of 21st September, p. 536); sample of Brazilian hemp 
(see “Board of Trade Journal” of 7th September, 
p. 468); and also samples of iron ore, received from 
H.M. Consuls at various places in illustration of their 
reports included among those embodied in the publication 
recently issued by the Board of Trade on “Iron Ore 
Deposits in Foreign Countries” (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 15th June, p. 521). 


The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:— 
India. Queensland. 
Dominion of Canada. Cape of Good Hope. 
Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 48. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

al .. Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basing- 

ee Coe hall Street, E.C., whence further information 
’ regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enguiries.—A firm manufacturing sizes, enamels and other 
goods of interest to the paint trade, also glues and gelatines, wish. 
to get into communication with Canadian importers. 

A company manufacturing fire bricks and fire clay are prepared 
to appoint a suitable Canadian resident agent. 

A manufacturer of webbing as used by the upholstery and 
saddlery trades wishes:to be placed in communication with 
Canadian firms dealing in these goods. 

A firm dealing in seeds would like to do business in Canada. 

A firm manufacturing jute yarns for rope-making and jute cloth 
would like to hear from Canadian importers of these goods. 

A company doing business in building stone would like to hear 
from Canadian importers of bath stone. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm with offices in London 
are prepared to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of rope 
and twine ; also manufacturers of railway supplies such as linoleum, 
window glass, carriage fittings and other railway requirements. 

A Toronto firm wish to get into communication with a tea 
exporter doing business direct from Ceylon and India, and 
possessing a London office. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 


Trade. Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 





EGYPT: 


The, Egyptian ‘“ Journal Officiel” of 16th September announces 

meee, that tenders will be received at the Central 

Cas es dl. &e Office of the Ministry of Finance, Cairo, up to 

mao 11 am. on the 15th November, 1905, for the 

supply of paper, Bristol cardboard, binding cloth, and pasteboard 

required for the National Printing Department during the years 

1906, 1907, and 1908. 

The conditions of supply and samples of the paper, cardboard, 

&c., can be examined at the above office. 





RUSSIA, 


Attention is directed to the notice on p. 20, announcing that 
apparatus, and appurtenances thereof, for 

L; JP — the lighting of lighthouses, are to be ad- 
IBATING MIS AUNOUKEE. mitted duty free into Russia for a period of 


five years. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have been notified by H.M. Consul-General 

at Christiania (Viscount Melville) that the 

Steel Bars. Norwegian State Lights and Buoys Depart- 

ment will receive tenders up to noon on the 

24th October, for the supply and delivery of round steel bars of 
rolled steel (‘‘ Flussjern ”) as follows :— 


(a) About 45, 150 mm. diameter, length 5:2 metres. 


(b) 4, 45, 150 mm. a | ae cae 
(c) , 989, 105 mm. - =i. Oe hw 
(d) , 60,105 mm. ~ ee . mee 
(e) , 20,105 mm. ve a. So 


The conditions of delivery can be seen at the office of the 
Director of Lights in Christiania where tenders, stating price per 
1,000 kilos., will be received. The exact number of bars will be 
stated on the acceptance of the tender. 

British firms who contemplate tendering are recommended to 
communicate with agents in Christiania. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent, is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of 'I'rade have been notified by the Acting British 
Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. I’. A. Chambers) of the following con- 
tracts open to tender in the Netherlands :— 


1. On 24th October next, the Maatschappij tot Exploitatie van 

Railwa Staatspoorwegen (Company for working the 

brane State Railways), Moreelse Park, Utrecht, will 
receive tenders for the supply of :— 

Contract No. 215.—282,000 steel plates (‘‘ Hellingplaten”) and 
85,000 steel sleeper plates (‘‘ Onderlegplaten”). 

Contract No. 216.—10 tons of steel tirefonds, 175 tons of steel 
bolts (‘‘ Laschbouten”), and 440 tons of steel hook-bolts 
(‘“‘ Haakbouten”). 

Contract No. 217.-—120,000 fir sleepers. 

Contract No. 218.—20,000 beechen sleepers. 

Contract No. 219.—Oaken and beechen timber and sleepers for 
bridges. 

Copies of the contracts may be obtained from the Central Bureau 
of the above-named company, on payment of fl. 0°50 (10d.) each copy. 


2. On 25th October next the Netherlands Ministry for the 
Colonies, The Hague, will receive tenders for 
the supply of the following materials :— 
Contract No. 409.—The frames with addi- 
tional necessary. iron work, for 30 open goods 


Railway 
Material, 
Ironwork, &c. 


wagons with brake. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





Contract No. LXXXVIII.—The iron construction with appur- 
tenances for a water reservoir. 
Contract No. LXXXIX.—18 wagons for controlling weights for 
the verification of weigh-bridges. 
Copies of the contracts may be obtained from Mr. Mart. Nijhoff, 
The Hague, on payment of fl. 3 (5s.) for Contract No. 409; fi. 1°50 
2s. 6d.) for each of the Contracts Nos. LXX XVIII and LXXXIX. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Mr. E. C. Hertslet) states that, 
in his report for 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual 

Athletic Outfits. Series, No. 3,275), reference was made to the 
difficulties experienced in obtaining at a reason- 

able price, in the chief centres of Belgium, articles in connection 
with athletic sports. As a result of the ‘paragraph, numerous 
enquiries were addressed to Mr. Hertslet by firms in the United 
Kingdom desirous of establishing agencies in order to supply 
this want. In consequence there has been a considerable improve- 
ment all over Belgium in the condition of both prices and goods 
offered. ‘There is still, however, says Mr. Hertslet in his report 
just issued, ample scope for further enterprise, and a British 
manufacturing house establishing agencies for the sale of all 
classes of athletic goods would find excellent opportunities for 


increasing its trade. 


With regard to the bicycle trade, Mr. Hertslet is of opinion 
Bicycles and that there undoubtedly exists an opening for 
aiitenoteidinn the sale of British-manufactured bicycles in 
Belgium, provided that certain conditions are 

fulfilled by the intending exporter. In the first place, prices should 
be as low as possible in order to enable British makers to compete 
with the Belgian producers, who are favoured by the protective 
duty (12 per cent. ad valorem) levied on foreign-made machines, 
and who are also able to manufacture their goods at a very mode- 
rate cost on account of the low rate of wages prevailing in that 
country. British machines have also to compete with those of 
German and American manufacture, the latter being popular on 
account of the single tube tyre. Several of the larger firms of 
British cycle manufacturers have established agencies for the sale 
of bicycles in Belgium, but it is difficult to say with what amount 
of success. It is certain, however, that their goods are not 
sufficiently advertised, and there is less excuse for this lack of 
enterprise as the cost of advertising is far less in Belgium than it 
is in the United Kingdom. It should be borne in mind by British 
manufacturers that machines employed in Belgium must, of neces- 
sity, be solidly and durably made to withstand the excessive wear 
and tear of the rough stone roads in the towns and districts not 
upplied vith cycle tracks. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





BELGIUM —continued. 


As regards bicycle accessories, a considerable quantity is im- 
ported annually from the United Kingdom, fittings of a certain 
Birmingham manufacture being very popular, and employed for 
fitting up frames of Belgian make. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,001.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Liége (Mr. E. A. O. Leeds) reports 
that several lines of light railways are proposed 
in that district. The section from Melreux to 
Krezée ‘will probably be given out for public 
contract towards the end of the year. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,501.) 


Light Railway 
Construction. 


“The Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) announces that tenders are 
invited at the Ministry of War, Brussels, for 
Cloth and Flannel. the supply of cloth, flannel, &c., for the service 
of the army and police during 1906. Con- 
ditions of contract and samples may be seen at the *‘ Ministére de 
Ja guerre,’ Brussels, where tenders by registered letter will be 
received up to 10 a.m. on the 18th October next. 





ITALY: 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” (Rome) of the 27th September contains 

a notice calling for tenders for the supply of 

Clothing, &c. clothing, &c., for the Italian army. ‘Tenders 

will be opened at the office of the Direzione di 

Commisariato Militare del X Corpo d’Armata, Naples, on 23rd and 
24th October. 

The “ Gazzetta,” containing a list of the articles required, may 
be seen on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.). 





MEXICO: 


H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. F. P. Leay) reports that the imports 

of shoes into Mexico from the United States 
Boots and Shoes. during 1904 showed an increase in value over 

the previous year of 38,000/. This trade, he 
says, is rapidly increasing with Mexico and all Latin-American 
countries, and the American, while giving the cheapest of shoes 
and the commonest quality with few exceptions, shows his business 
capabilities by having lasts conforming to the shape of the Spanish 
foot. 
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MEXICO—continued. 


Agricultural implements during the past year, remarks Mr. Leay, 
have met with steady sales. The shipments are 
Agricultural moderate but increasing. Numbers of the larger 
Implements. plantations, particularly the sugar companies, 
are making extensive installations and improvements, and imple- 
ments hitherto unknown in the Mexican market are becoming 


more generally asked for. 


Mr. Leay reports a demand throughout Mexico for, particularly, 
bags, cheap biscuits, all railway supplies, 
List of Articles Saisiok, iiceuddinde coal and coke, ple ne 
in Demand : in Vera Cruz only, cotton manufactures, cheap 
Linoleum and cutlery, electric lighting and other apparatus, 
Small Stores implements and tools, machinery and mill 
among those work, galvanised iron, iron, tin plates and 
specially so. sheets, oil and floor cloth, and states that there 
is room for large sales of linoleum or cork lino for stone floors, 
and for small stoves, paints, spirits, woollen manufactures, &c. 


There has been an enquiry at the Consulate for names of British 
- makers of barbed wire fencing. In view, the 

Barbed Wire. applicant said, of the trash imported, he would 
like to try some British, but feared that “ being good it would find 


-no market !” 


In Mr. Leay’s opinion, a considerable market for British steel wire 

; rope is opening in Mexico, large quantities of 
Steel Wire Rope. this of poor quality from other markets, the 
sale of which has been pressed by advertisement, having proved 


unsatisfactory. 


Lightness, says Mr. Leay, is the great point in enamelled hollow 
ware. It saves much in duties, and will sell 


Enamelled Ware. .. well ag the heavier and stronger. 


In the matter of tools Mr. Leay points out that the American and 

German get the better of the British, more on 

Tools. account of the finish than of the quality of the 

steel, and in general owing to the superior manner in which the 
packing is arranged to catch the eye. 


In machinery, Mr. Leay advises standardisation wherever possible. 
The facilities for effecting repairs, brought about 
Machinery. by standardisation, induce people to purchase 
American built machinery when they would otherwise purchase. 


British. 
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MEX!ICO—continued. 


Mr. Leay further states that cheap nickelled cutlery made for sale 
Cutlery and little else holds the Mexican market. It 
must be neatly packed, not wrapped in brown 

paper only. 

In connection with the steamship line between Canada and 
Canadian Mexico (reported in the ‘Board of Trade 
Products. Journal” of 10th November, 1904, p. 270), 

it may be noted that Mr. Leay reports an 
opening in Mexico for Canadian products such as apples, cheese, 
codfish, lumber, railway ties and coal, canned goods, &c. Return 
freight, he says, might be got in hides, skins, copper, mahogany, 

cedar, coffee, fruits, sugar, fibres, &c. 


Cheap and strong perfumes are used by all classes, while scented 

Sone and and ornamental cheap soaps have a large sale, 

vee hay and there is a small market for the better class 

of these goods. All these should have wrappers, 

labels, &c., printed in Spanish. The manne should be light and 
ornamental. 


There is considerable demand in Mexico for fine sole leather, calf 

and kid. These are imported from the United 

Fine Leather. States and Germany, although the Customs 

duties are heavy. ‘There appears, in Mr. Leay’s 

opinion, to be a good opening for imports of high-class Morocco 
leather. 


Owing to the price of coal and the increasing scarcity of wood 
suitable for fuel, the use of hydraulic machinery 


ee, is becoming more general throughout the 
L “a ‘oe ; Republic. Manufacturers of turbines, &c., are 
= oa ve likely to find the Mexican market improve. 


The development of the mining industry is 
creating a demand for high-pressure centrifugal pumps of greater 
power than those hitherto employed, capable of pumping water 
trom depths of between 200 and 300 metres. 

There is an ever-increasing demand for leather driving ‘belts. 
The United Kingdom has a small portion of this trade and might 
have more. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,503.) 


Cotton Gins. See notice on p. 37. 


The “‘ Diario Oficial” of Mexico, of the 5th September, contains 

- ; copy of a contract entered into between the 

rretge om ctri¢ = Mexican Government and Sefior Andres Ahedo, 

; for an appropriation of tke waters of the river 

Tlalmanalco, in’ the State of Mexico, for motive power, the 
maximum appropriation to be 400 litres per second. 
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MEXICO—continued. 


The “ Diario” of the 11th September, contains copies of Decrees 
modifying the time limit in the case of the 
concessions for the railway from the Rancho 
de Agostitlan, State of Michoacan, to a point on 
the National Railway of Mexico, in the district 
of Maravatio, and for the railway from Tajimaroa to Irimbo. 

The “ Diarios” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Railways in 
course of 
Construction. 





CUBA. 


To firms having correspondents in Havana it may be of interest 

to note that the “Gaceta Oficial” of Cuba for 

Pumps. the 13th September contains a notice calling 

for tenders, which will be received not later 

than the 18th October, by the Director-General of Public Works, 

for the installation in Palatino of two pumps having a capacity of 

2,500 gallons of water per minute, to be worked by motors of 
alcohol and suction gas. 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


The “ Monthly Summary of Commerce” of Santo Domingo, in its 
first issue, remarks on the variety of products 
exported from the Dominican Republic, e.g., 
sugar, tobacco, coffee, cacao, mahogany, lignum 
vitee, dye woods, and on the successful experiments which have 
been made in the cultivation there of vegetables, fruit, and 
cereals, and states :— 

‘“‘ A few of the business enterprises most noticeably wanting are 
railways, coasting steamers, banks and saw mills. The only 
railways now in operation are (1) connecting Sanchez, La Vega, 
and San Francisco de Macoris, 68:2 miles in length; and (2) 
connecting Puerto Plata with Santiago, covering a distance of 
68 miles.” 

Imports consists principally of such articles as dried fish, manu- 
factured cottons, flour, breadstuffs and cereals, manufactures of 
iron and steel, mineral oil, and some other products. 


Trade and 
Industry. 





CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of Chile of the 4th August contains a copy 
of a new Law specifying the several 
descriptions of plans which concessionnaires 
of private railways must submit for the 
approval of the Government. 


New Law relating 
to Plans for Railway 
Construction. 
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continued. 


CHILE 


The “ Diario” of the 5th August contains the terms of a con- 
Reibear cession which has been granted to Don Albarto 
c : Molfino by the Chilean Government for the 
onstruction. : aed . " 
construction and working of a railway from 
Almonte to Pica, in the State of Tarapaca, and the necessary 
branches. 

The “ Diario” of the 8th August contains the terms of a con- 
cession which has been granted to Don Juan Francisco Olivier for 
the construction of a railway to Pitrufquen and Pucon with the 
right to continue the line to the boundary of the Argentine 
Republic. 





The “ Diario” of the 17th August contains the terms of a concession 
Electri which has been granted to Don Ambrosio Olivos 
ectric Railway 41 sieeall d ki F ‘rer 

Saati: or the construction and working of an electric 

Cons railway from the port of Valparaiso through the 

valleys of Casablanca and Curacavi to Santiago, with a branch 

uniting the valley of Curacavi with the town of Melipilla. This 

concession is for the term of 100 years from the date of the opening 

of the railway to the public, subject to a right of purchase by the 
Government at the expiration of forty years. 


The “ Diario” of the 9th August contains the text of a decree 
Buildin authorising the Municipality of Valdivia to 

A ceonemen - contract a loan of 70,000 pesos (about 4,650/.) 
‘for the construction of a market and municipal 


buildings. 
The “ Diarios” may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL: 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Brazil of the 7th September contains a 
; notice calling for tenders for supplies necessar 
Railway syed 
Material for the service of the works of the 4th Division 
of the Central Railway of Brazil for the year 
1906. Tenders will be received up to 18th November at the 
Company’s offices in Rio de Jaueiro where further particulars may 
be obtained from the Secretary. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of the same date contains a further notice 
calling for tenders for the supply to the Central 
Railway of Brazil of spare parts for the upkeep 
of rolling stock during 1906. Tenders will be 


Spare Parts 
Rolling Stock. - 
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received up to the 8th November at the Company’s offices in Rio 
de Janeiro where further particulars may be obtained from the 
Secretary. 

The “ Diarios,” containing the above notices may be seen 
at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





JAPAN AND CHINA, 


Despatches have been received at the Board of Trade from H.M. 
Representatives in Tokio and Pekin forwarding 
Woollen Hosiery. certain samples of woollen hosiery, reputed not 
of British manufacture, sold in the markets of 
Japan and China. 

These samples, with note of prices, may be seen by British manu- 
facturers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of ‘I'rade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





JAPAN: 
A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from H.M. 


Minister in Tokio enclosing specimens of 

Glass. Continental plate glass imported into Japan, 

noting in each case by whom sold and whence 

imported. These samples, which were procured by H.M. Consul- 

General at Yokohama (Mr. J. C. Hall), may be seen on application at 

the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 

Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 

Enquiries made by Mr. Hall have elicited the statement 
from Japanese in the trade that good plate glass is not 
manufactured in Japan, but they: hope ‘“‘ when financial conditions 
improve a Government grant may be obtained, and the manufac- 
ture of plate glass of fair quality be proceeded with.” 


In ‘his recently published report, H.M. Consul-General at 
Yokohama (Mr. J. C. Hall) states that the 
steady movement which is transforming Japan 
from an agricultural into an industrial State 
is discernible in the fact that in a year when several hundreds of 
thousands of men were withdrawn from peaceful pursuits, the 
import of machinery increased, from 505,000/. in 1903 to 
685,0002. in 1904. The increase was distributed over nearly 
every item on the list—from electric motors to sewing machines. 
The only items that show a decrease are beer-brewing machinery, 
fire engines, lifting machines and mining tools. (foreign Ofjce, 


Annual Series, 3,502.) 


Machinery, 
Engines, &c. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


ITALY; 


With reference to the notice on p. 203 ‘of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd August, it should be noted 


Int es 1 that a British Commission has been formed 
anaes ’ jointly by the Association of Chambers of 
ecaiass Commerce of the United Kingdom, the London 


Chamber of Commerce, and the Italian Chamber of Commerce in 
London, and that H.M. Government have made a grant of 10,0000. 
for the creation of a British section. Mr. Arthur Serena, who is 
on the Council of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London, 
has been appointed Honorary Executive Commissioner. , 

Mr. Serena states that the Commission has secured in the 
various buildings, space, which, both in respect to area and 
position, will place this country on an equality with the various 
other foreign nations who will participate. 

Detailed information regarding the Exhibition, and as to appli- 
cations for space, may be obtained at the offices of the British 
Commission, London Chamber of Commerce, 1 and 2, Oxford 


Court, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 


In connection with the foregoing it may be noted that, according 
Special (Minor) to, a report received from the Acting British- 
Sstnincitiemal Consul at Milan (Mr. W. M. Tweedie), the 
“me Iixecutive Committee of the Milan Exhibition 
Exhibitions at one ; ee 
Milan 1ave announced that a series of special (minor) 
P exhibitions, international in character, will be 
held in the Exhibition buildings in 1906. Their duration will 
extend from the second half of June, until the close of the 
Exhibition. The series will comprise comestibles and foodstuffs, 
chemical and pharmaceutical products, perfumery, firearms, photo- 
graphy, musical instruments and toys. 

Intending exhibitors should forward their applications for such 
exhibits in time for them to reach the Executive Committee of the 
Exhibition in Milan before the 3lst December next. 

A copy of the special conditions governing the admission of 
exhibits, containing also lists of the various products included in 
each section, may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 75, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


(Saturdays, 10 a.m. and | p.m.). 
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NOTICES UNDER THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACT, 1904. 
The following are copies of Notices (Nos. 15 and 16) giving the 
results of the examination and testing of certain patterns of 
weighing instruments, &c., for use in trade, which have been sub- 


mitted to the Board of Trade under the provisions of Section 6 of 
the Weights and Measures Act, 1904 :—- 
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SQNESTHIRD FULL SIZE.’ 

The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
counter steelyard described as a dispensing scale, of the form 
herewith shown, submitted to the Department under the pro- 
visions of Section 6 of the above Act, but as the result of the 
examination was not satisfactory, the Board have declined to 
issue a certificate of approval. 


(16) 





SCALE = 3TH. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument known as a portable lever, or contracted 
coal weighing machine, submitted to the Department under the 
provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a 
certificate that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the 
perpetration of fraud. 
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BRITISH TRADE’ ABROAD. 


Sistan (Persia).—In his report for the year ending 18th February, 
1905, on the trade of Sistan and Kain, H.M. Consul at Sistan 
(Capt. A. D. Macpherson) remarks under date 11th July, 1905 :— 
‘In spite of the general increase in imports and exports during 
the past year our traders complain that the market here has 
seldom been duller than it was during the past six months, and 
that their monthly takings during this period have only averaged 
about half what they did at this time last year. ‘This is believed 
to be due to the following causes :— 

(i.) ‘he more extensive operations of the Russian Bauk. 

ii.) The system of long credits given by it. 

(iii.) The present ruinous rate of exchange between India and 
Persia. 

v.) The fact that the Russian Bank sells certain goods, such as 
tea, at rates far below what they fetch in Russia.” (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,500.) 


Belgium.—H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Mr. E. C. Hertslet) 
states, in his recent report, that many goods of Belgian and 
German manufacture are sold in Belgium with English names and 
phrases intended to give the erroneous impression that they are of 
British origin. Some of the most conspicuous examples are as 
follows :—Cloth, made in Belgium and Germany, is described as 
‘Scotch tweed, best quality”; pocket knives and table cutlery, 
made in Sweden, are described as ‘‘ Guaranteed steel” or.as ‘“‘ Best 
steel”; neckties, made in Belgium, are marked ‘‘ London make,” 
but the best retail houses sell ties which are made in the United 
Kingdom and which are properly marked ‘ Made in London for 
(name and address of retail firm)”; collars, made in Germany, are 
marked with the words “ Warranted all linen,” and the sizes are 
frequently printed in both British and Continental measurements ; 
gloves, made in Belgium and France, are described as being of 
“inglish make”; cheap tools, made in Germany, are marked 
with the words ‘‘ Warranted steel” and other similar descriptions 
in English; writing paper, made in Belgium and Germany, is 
described as ‘‘ —— mill”; boxes of notepaper and envelopes, 
made in Belgium and Germany, are described as ‘“‘ Best quality, 
notepaper and env elopes” ; toys and games, made in Bavaria, are 
sold with English descriptions. 

The practice of conspicuously marking cement of Belgian origin 
with various British trade descriptions is carried ont in great 
detail, and Mr. Hertslet says that many trade-marks of Belgian 
cement, printed in English, have come under bis own notice in 
connection with the export of cement from Belgium to South 
Africa and to other countries, including the United Kingdom. 
Such marks as “‘ Castle Brand,” with the words “ Special Quality, 
trade-mark,” are of common occurrence, and practically all large 
quantities of cement are labelled in plain characters in the English 
language, with the obvious result of leading purchasers to believe 
that the goods they are buying have some British connection. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,501.) 
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Vera Cruz—The following information for manufacturers and 
merchants doing business with Mexico are extracted from the 
report for 1904 of H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. F. P. Leay) :— 

“ The British public doing business with these parts w wht be 
well advised to give preference to institutions which are devoted 
to legitimate banking on sound and conservative principles. 
Neither trust funds, it has well been pointed out, nor commercial 
deposits, nor capital provided for the security of such funds and 
deposits, should be used for any promoting, exploiting or under- 
writing purposes. 

« Almost the entire distribution of British goods in this country 
is done through the hands of foreigners; there are few British 
houses of any importance in Mexico. Given an agent of their own 
nationality our merchants at home could get to know their 
customers, their standing and _ reputation for commercial 
character and morality. 

‘ British travellers should represent British houses. Who ever 
saw an Englishman working for a German house? Already we 
have a few excellent travellers but could do with many more. 
By no means will the cheapest man be found the best. He should 
be liberally paid, and, of course, have a knowledge of Spanish. . . 
He should be a responsible man. It is often worth while to 
send a junior member of the interested firm as do foreign houses 
—a man capable of judging whether it would be worth the while 
of his firm to open a branch establishment, or to appoint a suitable 
local agent. , 

“There are some instances where, in this country, it is almost 
impossible to introduce goods through particular houses which the 
manufacturer might wish to choose, owing to their having bound 
themselves to one speciality. In that case a demand for British 
goods can be created by a good traveller appealing direct to the 
larger and better class of retailers. This representative can make 
enquiries on the spot as to the standing of these smaller traders. 
One first class man could travel for many different houses so long 
as their interests did not clash, and the expense divided among 
them would not be much. Foreign firms are sending out agents 
merely to buy up samples of popular goods and articles in 
demand, in fact they may be called trade experts who so travei, 
and who do not advertise the fact but accomplish their object with 
every possible secrecy. 

“ For machinery or rolling-stock an agent with authority and 
technical knowledge, and acquainted with the country, is necessary. 
-Orders for this country should be rushed, to counteract, as far as 
possible, the benefit the Americans have in a transit of a fortnight 
against our month. 

“In our dealings with such countries as Mexico there is apt to 
be a certain harshness, a certain lack of consideration, in fact at 
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times a tendency to be overbearing which continues to cost us 
much, Some Mexicans complain of the inaccessibility of our 
business principals when they visit the United Kingdom. 

‘“When supplying catalogues it is a mistake not to quote all 
discounts allowed. ‘These catalogues and price lists usually only 
reach large dealers, and without “this they are liable to be misled 
as other foreign merchants almost invariably now so quote. .... 
Under no circumstances trust to cash being paid ‘against bill of 
lading. ‘The Customs often give up goods without this document, 
which has not the value it has at home. 

‘Our packing is better than that of any other country, and errs, 
if at all, on the safe side of strength and solidity. It must not be 
forgotten, however, that while much handling may be expected, 
weight even in the cases and coverings adds to the duty levied, and 
in turn to the cost of the goods to the purchaser, for all duties are 
collected on the gross weight. Baskets, for some goods, might be 
found suitable, as light and unbreakable. 

“I have continued to point out for some years without any 
result how necessary for the promotion of our trade and commerce 
is the advertisement. A British advertisement is seldom seen in 
Mexican newspapers, and yet the people are as easily led to pur- 
chase in this manner as their northern neighbours. Liberal 
advertising is invaluable for the improvement of trade and com- 


merce. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,503.) 





COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE 
BOARD OF, TRADE. 


Enquiries of Consular Officers. 


The Board of Trade desire to point out to British manufacturers 
and merchants who wish to obtain information in regard to trade 
matters in foreign countries that it is desirable that applications 
should first be made to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 78, Basinghall Street, E.C., before communications 
are addressed to H.M. Consular officers abroad. By the adoption 
of this course much delay would be avoided by the enquirer in 
cases in which the Intelligence Branch is already in possession of 
the required information, and H.M. Consular officers would be 
relieved of much unnecessary work. 
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BOOT AND SHOE TRADE OF EGYPT. 


The following particulars of the boot and shoe trade of Egypt 
have been extracted from the monthly Jomrnal for September of 
the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt :— 

‘‘A branch of commerce in this country which appears to have 
been somewhat neglected by British manufacturers in the past is 
the boot and shoe trade, and in view of the fact that the volume of 
business should, in the ordinary course of events, considerably 
increase in the future, it is much to be regretted that home firms 
have allowed Continental houses to obtain such a strong hold on 
the market. 

‘‘ Morocco holds the first place in the list of importing countries ; 
the whole of her trade is practically confined to native slippers, 
which are the ordinary footgear used by the Arabs. 

‘‘In a Mohammedan country such as Egypt, it is obvious that 
a strong demand must exist for a boot which can be taken off with 
& minimum of trouble, since the strict follower of the Prophet has 
to remove his boots a number of times a day in connection with 
the performance of his religious duties. This demand is met by 
Switzerland, which supplies a ‘spring side’ boot, the article being 
made in one piece with elastic sides. Outside this speciality for 
men, Switzerland copies, and improves upon, American shapes, 
with corresponding advantages to herself. Her great trade, how- 
ever, is chiefly in children’s boots and shoes, though she also sends 
slippers for Europeans. Owing to the cheapness of labour, the 
Swiss manufacturer is able to produce children’s boots at such a 
price that the retailer here can afford to sell them at from 2s. to 
3s. 6d. a pair, whilst the ‘ spring-side’ boot is sold from 7s. to 
9s. 6d. a pair. 

‘ America, which confines itself almost entirely to men’s boots, 
is gradually but surely improving her trade in Egypt. 
American boots are sold from 20s. to 24s. a pair, whilst a common 
class of goods is retailed from 7s. to 11s. a pair. 

‘‘ Egypt’s supply of ladies’ boots comes principally from Austria, 
which lays itself out to produce an elegantly shaped article. The 
Austrian boot, which is very light, contains only one sole with no 
welt. It is usually fitted with a Louis XV. heel, consisting of a 
heel and sole in one piece. The boots are made in various qualities, 
and are sold here at prices ranging from as low as 4s. to as high 
as 16s.a pair. Austria also sends over leather slippers for men and 
women. These goods are retailed from 2s. to 4s. a pair. 

‘Italy does a fair trade in the cheaper qualities of boots, w hich 
are mainly bought by the Arabs. 

‘Shippers having uppers of felt and soles of felt or leather, 
reach us principally from Bavaria, the retail price here being 
ls. 6d. to 3s. 6d. a pair. They form a good strong article for 
house wear, and in many instances are trimmed with plush. 

‘A very ordinary, but at the same time cheap, kind of shoe for 
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the lower classes comes from Spain. It is known as an ‘ Espa- 
drille,’ and is made in the shape of a tennis shoe with sides of 
canvas and soles of rope. ‘The wholesale price runs from 4s. 6d. 
to Gs. 8d. the dozen for men’s sizes, and about 5 francs (4s.) for 
women and children. 

‘Apart from the goods imported into the country, a very con- 
siderable trade is done locally. . . . All shapes and patterns 
are copied, and, as the makers adapt themselves to the require- 
ments of the country, it is not surprising to find that their com- 
petition is making itself strongly felt. A very fair pair of boots 
made to measure, English, French, or other pattern, can be bought 
here for, say 1/., or even less.” 

Summarising the reasons given in the “Journal” why the 
United Kingdom has not a greater hold on the Egyptian market, 
it appears that the greatest objection to British boots and shoes 
is that they are too heavy. The home manufacturers seem to 
ignore the fact that, since there is practically no rain in Egypt 
from May to the end of September, the wear and tear on shoe 
leather is far less than in England, and that considerations of 
durability are not of such great importance with a large proportion 
of the population. The shape of British boots is also complained 
of; an article appealing more to the eye than the solid English 
shape is the kind of boot required. Outside the majority of the 
English community, the French pattern of a long, thin, narrow 
boot, running almost to a point, is the one principally in vogue. 





COLOMBIAN CURRENCY REFORM. 


With reference to the notice on p. 425 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 31st August last, the Board of Trade have received, 
through the Foreign Office, copies of despatches from Bogota, 
containing detailed information with regard to the steps taken 
for the improvement of the currency in Colombia. 

The financial condition of Colombia was one of anarchy 
owing to the fiscal, economic, and monetary problems brought 
about by the disappearance of a metallic currency, and the 
failure of the unlimited emissions of paper money. ‘l'o remedy 
this evil, the Government, on 6th March, 1905, issued Decree 
No. 47, by virtue of which the Central Bank was constituted. 

By this Decree a company of specified persons was formed to 
organise the Central Bank of Uolombia, with a capital of 
1,600, 0001. 

The Government granted to the Bank the right to issue bills 
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— 


for a sum equal to twice its paid up capital, but it must keep in 
deposit a sum in gold, or its equivalent in legal currency, equal 
to, at least, 30 per cent. of the amount thus issued. 

In conformity with the contract between the Government and 
the Company founding the Bank, the net product of all revenues 
entering the treasury will be deposited in the Bank. 

The National Council of Amortisation will hand over to the 
Bank“all the new bills printed in England, which the Bank is 
to exchange at par for the deteriorated bills of the old edition, 
all not presented for exchange by Ist April, 1907, to be declared 
valueless. 

The most important work entrusted to the Bank is the gradual 
restoration of a metallic currency, which, it is hoped, will be com- 
pleted by 1909. The minting is to commence in January of 
next year. 

To provide the necessary funds for this purpose the revenue 
on hides is made general throughout the Republic, and takes the 
place of the slaughter tax wherever this tax has hitherto been 
levied, that is to say, all hides of beasts slaughtered in the country 
become the property of the Government. If the yield on the 
export of hides is not equal to 25 per cent. of the newly-created 
revenues the first year, and 50 per cent. in subsequent years, it is 
to be supplemented from the yield of the emerald mines. 

If the state of the Treasury permits, after January, 1906, the 
yield of the emerald mines, export duties, and the product of the 
Panama Canal shares claimed by Colombia, if any, are to be 
added _ to that obtained from the revenue on hides, for the minting 
of a metallic currency. 

For the same purpose a Decree has been issued, establishing a 
monopoly on the sale and export of tobacco, prohibiting the 
export and sale of tobacco by private persons, and the import of 
tobacco in any form, from the 1st September, 1905. Articles 5, 6 
and 7 of this Decree provide that the cultivator of tobacco must 
sell to the Government, or whoever shall represent the rights of the 
Government, all the tobacco which he may produce, at a price to 
be fixed from year to year, the Government or its representative 
being obliged to buy such tobacco at such price. 

Two circulars have been issued by the Ministry of Finance to 
the Governors of Departments. fixing the rate at which hides will be 
sold to owners of tanneries, as follows :—Large hides at 31. 4s. per 
ewt., and small hides at 2/.8s. Salt and hides administered by the 
Government through the Central Bank are free from all taxes. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH: 


With reference to the notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
‘Sitios os 17th August last respecting the free importa- 
Free List, tion into the Commonwealth of “ Coat hangers 
and labels” under a Customs by-law of 16th 
June, 1905, the Board of Trade have now received a copy of an 
amending by-law, dated 21st July last, which provides for the free 
importation of all ‘“ hangers and labels ” used in the manufacture 
of apparel within the Australian Commonwealth. 


A copy of a Customs notice, issued by the Commonwealth Depart- 
mate a ment of Trade and Customs on 2ist July, 1905, 
Substitutes for has also been receiv ed, notifying that the 
following articles which are capable of being 
Cocoa-butter. 5 Pp ae 
used as substitutes for cocoa-butter will be 
charged with the same duty as “ cocoa-butter,” viz., 1d. per lb., on 
importation into the Commonwealth :— 
Nucolard, 
Nucoline, 
Cottoline, 
Kunerol, 
Solidified cocoanut oil. 





NORTH-WESTERN RHODESIA: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
a copies of telegrams from the High Com- 
South Africa missioner to the Colonial Secretary to the effect 
"that North-western Rhodesia will enter the 
South African Customs Union on Ist December next with the 
same status as Basutoland and the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
It is further stated that Articles 14 and 15 of the Convention 
will apply to North-western Rhodesia, and that under Article lo 
bounties will not be payable for two years. 





BRITISH GUIANA, 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Revised Import Trade Journal ” for 30th March last, respecting 
ehion ‘em the rates of duty leviable under Ordinance 4 
Tobacco. of 1905, on articles imported into British 
Guiana, the Board of Trade have now received 

a ccpy of a further Ordinance (No. 22 of 1905) dated 31st August, 
1905, which amends the above-mentioned Ordinance No. 4 of 
1905, so far as relates to the importation of tobacco into the 


Colony. 
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BRITISH GUIANA—continued. 
The following are the amended rates of duty— 








Rate of 


Article. Import Duty. 





Tobacco in leaf— Dols. Cts. 
If in packages containing not less than 400 lbs.— 
Losing 25 per cent. of its weight when dried at a 


temperature of 212 degrees Fahrenheit ... ...per lb. 0 50 
Losing less than 25 per cent. of its weight when dried at 

the temperature aforesaid.. - .-per lb. 0 50 
and additional for every 2 per cent. of its weight less 

lost when so dried . - eee .-per lb. 0 05 


If in packages containing less than 400 lbs.— 
Losing 25 per cent. of its weight when dried at a 


temperature of 212 degrees Fahrenheit... ...per Jb. 0 60 
Losing less than 25 per cent. of its weight thereof when 
dried at the temperature aforesaid oo ...per lb. 0 60 
and additional fur wy 2 per cent. of its weight less 
lost when so dried . ve ‘ ..per lb. 0 
Tobacco, manufactured (cigars, cicarettes, and snuff excepted) 
per lb. 1 00 








The above duties are to be paid on the weight being certified, 
either by a sworn weigher and gauger, or otherwise to the 
satisfaction of the Comptroller of Customs. 


RUSSIA. 


A surtax of 50 per cent. is levied, under No. 209 §7, Note 1, of 
the Russian Customs Tariff, on “ furs, sewn, but 
not covered with any kind of stuff.” The 
Board of Trade are now informed that, 
according to a notification in the “ Viestnik Finanzoff” for the 
28th August/10th September, this surtax of 50 per cent. is not 
applicable to whole ine. but only to furs sewn together and 
composed of more than one skin. 





Surtax on Sewn 
Furs. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
Rostov-on-Don, reporting that the introduc- 
tion of live pigeons into the ports of the 
Black Sea is prohibited. 


Importation of Live 
Pigeons into Black 
Sea Ports Prohibited. 


The Board of Trade are also in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
Daty-free Importa- of information to the effect that, according 
tion of Apparatus to an official notification in the “ Viestnik 
for Lighting Finanzoft” for the 29th August/11th 
Lighthouses September, apparatus for the lighting of 

' lighthouses and appurtenances thereof, are 

to be admitted into Russia free of duty for a period of five years. 
This exemption is to apply to all such apparatus and appurtenances 
imported into Russia since the 8th/21st May last. 
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RUSSIA—FRANCE:. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 307 of the 
“ Journal” for the 18th May last, relative to 
the denunciation of the Franco-Russian Com- 
mercial Convention of June 18938, the Board 
of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copies 
of despatches from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, reporting 
that a new commercial agreement between the two Powers has 
been concluded. Sir C. Hardinge states, on the authority of the 
Russian ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial Gazette,” that France has 
secured reductions in the Russian import duties on wine and 
spirits, silks, perfumery, toilet requisites, gloves, hats, boots and 
cheese. 


New Commereial 
Agreement. 





NORWAY: 
The following is a further portion of the translation of the new 
—— ne Norwegian Customs Tariff which came into 
Tar; force on the 8th August—continued from last 
ariff. aoe ¢ a ” 
week’s “ Journal. 

(It is to be noted that the original Tariff gives the rates of duty 
in two columns, containing the maximum and the minumum rates 
respectively. In the present translation only the minimum rates, 
which are those applicable to imports from the United Kingdom, 
are given.) 





Tariff ,; . Rate of 
No. Articles. Unit. Duty. 





Spirits of all sorts— Kron. Ore. 

67 In bottles, jars, or other receptacles containing 

less than 60 litres, irrespective of strength... | Litre 2 €5 

68 In larger receptacles... ove ns ene | Litre of 2 80 
pure 

aleohol. 

Note.—Should the spirits be found to 
contain an admixture of sugar, such as to 
cause the alcoholometer to register the strength 
inaccurately, then the spirits shall pay a 

' duty of ... - eee one one ...| Kilog. 
69 Ether or naphtha ‘a eee ove ose . 
7 Acetic ether ons - 
71 Ether spirituosus and other spirituous ethers ; 
also other kinds of ethers and essences, 
whether pure or compound, not specially 
mentioned elsewhere in the Tariff ... ona * 3 45 
72 | Aromatic waters, including aromatic vinegars 
(with their immediate receptacles) ons oes 9 3 25 
73 | Spirit varnishes and polishes wie - 3 25 

Note 1,—Should spirituous mixtures be 
comprised under other denominations of the 
Tariff, the Customs Department may deter- 
mine that the goods in question shall never- 
theless pay duty as spirits. 

Note 2.—Denaturated spirits, including the 
ethers specified under Nos, 69, 70, and 71, as 
also spirit varnish, may be admitted at the 
following rates— 

(a) Spirits one ose .. | Litre 0 10 

(6) Ether and spirit varnish sine ..-| Kilog. 0 15 


45 
50 
80 


i 29 
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NORWAY—continued. 
a Articles. Unit. a 
Bread— Kron, ore, 
74 Of wheat, or of wheat mixed with other cereals 
(including powdered bakery products, known 
as “grilling flour”; also oaten biscuits with the 
immediate packing oe -»-| Rilog. 0 20 
75 Of rye or other cereals ; also dog biscuits ne - 0 05 
Braces and parts thereof, in so far as they are not 
dutiable at a higher rate— 
(a) With silk fittings, or woven from silk 
[dutiable as silk negra 
76 (b) Other kinds ... ‘ one ose ” 1 75 
77 | Infants’ food (Nestlé’s milk food) . oe ao ne Free. 
Brushmakers’ wares and brooms— _ 
Of rush, twigs, or other vegetable fibres— 
78 (a) In mountings of unpolished, unvarnished, 
and unlacquered wood or iron; also ali 
kinds of brushes for cleaning boilers and 
machinery _ obs .. | Kilog. 0 15 
79 (6) In mountings of other kinds ‘an ‘ies is 0 50 
80 | Feather dusters -_ - 1 00 
Dusters of pigs’ bristles or other hair, or of metal 
wire— 
81 (a) With mountings of unpolished, unvar- 
nished or unlacquered wood or iron id 9” 0 50 
82 (6) With mountings of other kinds ... oni " 1 20 
Note.—No deduction is allowed in respect 
of boxes, paper wrappings, or cardboards. 
Cocoa— 
83 Beans and shells ... “. aaa ar Pan - 0 15 
84 Powder, sweetened; cocoa paste in slabs, 
blocks, &c. ; chocolate—all with their im- 
mediate packing ina - 0 48 
85 Powder, unswectened—with ‘its immediate 
packing... on ” 0 49 
86 | Carbide of calcium and carbide of cilicium ... | ad val, 15% 
Celluloid— 
87 (a2) Unmanufactured. in rough, unground, 
and unpolished slabs, pipes and the lige ... ose Free. 
88 (b) Manufactured— 
(1) Articles of wearing apparel ... | Kilog. 1 00 
(2) Buttons (see Nos. 297-9). 
(3) Other articles not mentioned else- 
where (with their immediate packing)... - 1 20 
90 | Dividivi on eee - _ eee fee ~ Free 
91 | Oakum.. one - sain _ -- | Kilog. 0 03 
Animals and animal foods— 
I, Live animals— 
92 (a) Horses over 6 months old ... owe ...| Hach 5D 090 
93 (6)  , of6 months and under _... _ ans Free. 
94 (¢) Horned cattle of a live weight— 
Exceeding 240 kilogs... ..»| Kilog. 0 05 
95 Of 150 but not more than 240 kilogs. .. | Hach 12 00 
96 Less than 150 kilogs. . - 7 650 
Note.—The weight of horned cattle may be 
determined by a process of measuring and 
calculation prescribed by the Department of 
Customs and Finance. 
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NORWA Y—continued. 





Tariff 





No. Articles. Unit. ‘a ‘ 
Animals—continued. Kron, Gre. 
97 (d@) Sheep and lambs Each 2 00 
' 0 13 
Kilog. 
98 (e) Swine and sucking pigs... oi bi — ¥ _ 
sta per head) 
99 (f) — and —— Each 1 00 
100 (g) Geese.. ee 0 80 
101 (h) Ducks.. mt 0 60 
102 (i) Poultry ... ‘- 0 30 
103 (k) Other animals eco Free. 
II. Animal foods— 
A. In hermetically closed receptacles (in- 
cluding weight of immediate re 
104 Sardines and anchovies Kilog. Q@ 40 
105 Corned beef; also fresh meat in stock, 
contained in hermetically sealed or 
: air-tight vessels ... ” 0 30 
106 Other... tae ove _ 0 50 
B. Other foods— 
107 Oysters (with their packing) ‘ n 0 20 
108 Fish, salted, seasoned or preserved in oil ; 
smoked fish ; also caviar and preserved 
fish-roe ... _ or ane " 0 50 
109 Other fish ... Free. 
110 Pasties and bowillon, meat ‘extract, meat 
powder, meat peptone and other meat 
preparations, with or without admix- 
tures,in so far as they are not separately 
mentioned elsewhere (with their im- 
mediate receptacles) Kilog. 0 50 
111 Sausages and tongues, including collared 
beef one * 0 40 
Butchers’ meat and pork, all kinds— 
112 (a) Venison, wood fowl, and — white 
grouse ... eee ote ese ca Free. 
113 (b) Other, smoked é00 .. | Kilog. 0 40 
114 Hams, unsmoked ... ie ae i 0 30 
Unsmoked, other, of any kind— 
115 1, Butcher's meat, including 
intestines and blood 0 10 
116 2. Pork 9 0 15 
Milk and creaam— 
117 (a) Fresh.. ee be ts 0 Ol 
118 (bd) Condensed or sterilised ... a 0 12 
119 (c) Milk powder (nutriwm) ... - 0 10 
Note.—Including weight of immediate 
receptacles in the case of 0 and c. 
120 C. Poultry, dead... - 0 30 
Vinegar and acetic acid— 
121 In casks - 0 10 
122 In other receptacles, such as “bottles, jars, 
glass demijohns, or metal vessels oon | | Aster, 0 20 
123 Acorns, unroasted Kilog. 0 05 
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NORW AY —continued. 





Tariff 
No. 


Articles. 


Unit. 


Rate of 
Duty. 


—— —————————— 





130 


131 


136 
137 
138 
139 


140 
141 





| Cases, 








Electrical apparatus and conductors— 

(a) Dynamos, motors, and _ transformers, 
circuit breakers, resistance coils and safety 
apparatus, electric lamp-catches, with or 
without circuit breakers [dutiable as 
machines |. 

(>) Electrical measuring apparatus, volt- 
meters, ampéremeters, wattmeters, galvano- 
meters and insulation measurers [see under 
Instruments II. (a) }. 

(c) Accumulators and parts thereof, including 
their cases eee 

(d) Galvanic cells and parts thereof, including 
their cases ove ove eee eee 

(e) Cables and wires 

(7) Incandescent lamps 

(g) Insulators, telegraphic and telephonic, 
all kinds ° 

(i) Carbon for electrodes, ‘and prepared 
electrode carbons for use in industry (not 
including parts of galvanic cells or carbon 
points for arc lamps)... 

(7) Other, including telephone ‘and telegraph 
instruments, switch boards and parts 
thereof [the switches pay duty as manufac- 
tures of their component material ]... 

(k) Carbons for arc lamps 

pocket-books, &c., including cases for 
instruments or for toilet purposes, or for 
barbers; sewing, writing and similar cases, 
with or without sewing, writing, &c. requisites ; 
pocket-books, sketch books, note books, port- 
folios, albums and purses—all with their imme- 
diate packing — 

(a) Of paper tee 

(>) Of linen or the like ‘(also silk Lined) 

(c) Of leather or silk eee 

Dyes and paints— 

Ground chalk, baryta (ground sulphate of 
barytes), china clay, talc, ochre, Sienna 
earth, English red (brown red and Venetian 
red) and red earth (bole), caput mortuwum, 
red lead, bone black, lamp black, graphite, 
black lead and all other kinds of pigments ; 
also all chemicals, herbs, roots and other 
parts of plants (not mentioned elsewhere) 
used for dyeing ; as well as other dye stuffs 
(including indigo, cochineal, catechu and 
gambier) used in dyeing establishments ... 

Aniline and alizarine colours ... 

Dye wood, grated or ungrated ... 

Extracts of dye wood 

Mixed paints, in packets or boxes, for home 
use (with their immediate packing) 

White lead, zinc-white, and all other dry 
paints not mentioned elsewhere : 

Paints, ground in oil, not mentioned elsewhere 

Paints ground in varnish [see Varnishes” }. 





Kilog. 


Kilog. 


Kilog. 


Ad val, 


Kilog. 


9 
39 


Kilog. 


” 
79 





Kron, ore. 


Free. 


0 10 
Free. 
1 50 


Free. 


”? 


0 70 


p O/ 
15 % 


0 70 
2 00 
3 50 


Free. 
99 
39 
9 


0 20 


0 07 
0 08 
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NORWAY—continued. 





Tarif | 


No, 


142 
143 


146 


117 
148 
149 
150 


151 











Articles. Unit. ‘ee 
Kron, ore 
Other liquid paints, not specified .. Kilog. 0 0d 
Paint boxes, with accessories ; aiso paints | in 
tubes, vases, glasses, &c. (with immediate 
packing) wail ial ‘ ‘s 0 25 
Chalk, white or red, not prepared .. one Free. 
Chalk for drawing or wr.ting, crayons, chalk 
pencils obs oes one pes oce Kilog. 0 30 
Grease and tallows— 
Stearic, palmitic, and other fatty acids of a 
high melting point, which are used for the 
manufacture of candles; also paraffin and 
spermaceti ses - _ _ eee Free. 
Tallow, oleo-margarine, and other varieties of | 
grease not elsewhere mentioned in the Tariff.. Kilog. 0 Of 
| Candles of the above-named varieties of grease 
| and tallow 7 ve pol | - 0 13 
| Lard and hogs’ fat (axunge) oon ove | - 0 10 
| Waste fat, train oil, and degras_... _ - Free. 
| Varnishes, drying oils, and polish— 
Containing spirit [see Spirits’. 
Other ees ~ Kilog, 0 15 
Feathers and down— 
Bedd'ng [ see “* Mattresses,” 
Bed feathers, quills, and ice i. 0 25 
Feathers for millinery, &c., and articles made 
therefrom. not mentioned elsewhere : o 25 00 
Cattle feed, such as molasses with admixtures of 
various kinds, ground coffee husks, oilceakes and 
oileake meal, gluten meal and gluten fodder, 
malt sprouts (cooms), brewers’ and distillers’ 
& ‘grains,’ powdered whale flesh, “calf-cream ’ 
| caleic phosphate, and similar cattle feed not | 
| mentioned elsewhere in the Tariff Fr2e. 
| Fruits and berries— 
| Fresh— 
| (a) Oranges of all kinds (including ow 
| oranges), citrons and lemons “ | Kilog. 0 02 
| (+) Grapes lin | ‘~ OQ Q2 
| (c) Bananas ose eee eee | ” 0 0s 
| (2) Apples and pears one * 0 12 
(e) Strawberries, cherries, and pine- -apples on 9 QO 20 
| (f) Other, including edible berries - 0 15 
| Dried— 
| (a) Plums, including prunes and “ victorias ”’; | 
as also dates ... _ 7 — 9% 0 15 
| (>) Currants on se - 0 15 
| (ec) Figs and fig cake ... 9 0 05 
| (d) Raisins 9 0 08 
| (~) Oranges and orange “peel don ™ 0 30 
(7) Chestnuts = ea < 0 10 
| (7) Almond and almond powder, including 
| apricot kernels oe = ” 0 05 
| (4) Cocoa-nuts and cocoa-nut paste we , * 0 20 
| (‘/) Other, not mentioned elsewhere in the tariff | 0 40 
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NORWAY—continued. 
— Articles. Unit. ‘me 
Fruits and berries—continued. Kron, ore. 
Salted or pickled in vinegar— 
170 (a) Fruits and orange peel pickled in brine...| Kilog. 0 35 
171 (d) Tamarinds, with or without vinegar - 0 20 
172 (c) Other.. ° rm 0 75 
173 Fruit and fruit rinds in sugar, candied « or 
preserved in spirits or otherwise, preserves 
not mentioned elsewhere in the Tariff—all 
these with the bottles, jars, boxes, &c., which 
constitute their immediate packing me nn 0 75 
Seeds— 
174 Canary seed... ” 0 15 
175 Timothy seed ” 0 10 
176 Clover seed . _ Q 20 
Mixed grass seed [dutiable as the most highly 
taxed seed entering into the mixture | 
Tree seeds— 
177 (a) Pine (pinus sylvestris) ” 2 00 
178 (b) Fir (picea excelsa)... he 1 00 
179 Other seeds, not tariffed elsewhere en Free. 
180 | Matches and ‘tinder a Kilog. 0 135 
181 | Gallnuts and acorn -_ noe Free. 
182 | Yeast ... Kilog. 0 0 
183 | Fertilizers, all kinds .. ed Free, 
Glass and glasswares— 
Bottles, flasks of all kinds, jars, glass vessels for 
preserves and pickles, also milk pans—all 
entirely uncut and without ornament— 
184 (a) Of green or brown glass vee Kilog. 0 02 
185 (6) Of other glass ove “ cee _ 0 06 
186 (c) Fishing-net floats Free. 
187 Bottles, flasks, milk pans and jars, also ‘glasses 
for preserves and pickles, with cut rims or 
bottoms, or with cut stoppers, or with the 
necks ground inside, but not otherwise cut or 
ground, and not painted or otherwise orna- 
mented Kilog. 0 10 

















(To be continued.) 


The following corrections require to be made in the notice relating 


New Tariff: 
A Correction. 


The rate of duty should be 5 kron. 50 Ore (not 5 
No. 22.—Add “ Bast, cocoa fibre, and other vegetable fibre, un- 
manufactured,” free. 


No. 24.—The duty on Rope of bast, cocoa fibre, &c., should be 


7 (not 27) dre per kilog. 


to the new Norwegian Customs Tariff, which 
appeared in last week’s “ Journal ” :—- 


No. 18.—Ribbons and belts thereof, of half-silk : 


kron.) per kilog. 
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BELGIUM. 


The following is a translation of the concluding portion* of the 


Belgian ‘Tariff Schedule attached to the 


Fog me eee Additional Belgian - German Commercial 
“ Treaty which is to come into force on the 








ian-Ger 
Belgian-German Ist March next:— 
Treaty. 
Rate of Duty. 
Tariff No. Articles. Under the Tariff 


Schedule of the 
new Belgian- 
German Treaty. 


At present. 





Ea 54 
(contd.) 





Various products for industry—contd. 

Reels of all kinds, used for rolling 
sewing thread for retail sale. 

Buckles of copper, chrysochalc, 
or iron, tinned or varnished ; 
also double-buttons and other 
small accessories of tinned or 
varnished iron, intended for the | 
manufacture of haversacks. 
knapsack-straps, belts, &c., for |’ 
military equipments, 

Buttons of papier-maché, in- 
tended for the manufacture of 
boots and shoes. 

Ciasp-buttons, for the manu- 
facture of gloves, purses, &c. 
Framework for hats, caps, Xc., 

of iron or brass wire. 

Bituminous roofing cardboard, 
and felt impregnated with 
asphalt. 

Celluloid in sheets or rods. 

Chains, hearts and crosses of silver, 
copper, German silver, wood, 
or mother-of-pearl; also beads 
of steel, mother-of-pearl, or 
glass (including glass paste) for 
rosaries, necklaces or other 
ornaments. 

Carbon, compressed, in the form of 
cylinders, rods, sticks, candles, 
pencils, sheets, plates or blocks, 
&c., for electrical apparatus ; 
also in the form of cylinders 
for filters. 

Catgut or metallic strings for 
musical instruments. 

Detonators, and electrical fuses 
for detonators, used to ignite 
dynamite in mines and quarries. 

Endless cylinders of felted cloth, 
for printing. 

Whalebone, cut or prepared, and 
artificial whalebone of horn. 











* Continued from p. 597 of last week's “ Board of Trade Journal.” 
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BELGIUM—continued. 





Tariff No. 


Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 





At present. 


Under the Tariff 
Schedule of the 
new Belgian- 

German Treaty. 





Ex 54 
(contd.) 


E@ 55 


Ea 57 





Various products for industry—contd 


Clock fittings. 

Umbrella and sunshade fittings. 

Mechanism, not absolutely com- 
plete, and keys for pianos, 

Spangles of gelatine or of meta’, 
also beads of steel, mother-of- 
pear!, or glass, for embroideries, 
trimmings, Xc. 

Compressed wood pulp, vulcanised 
or not, in the form of sticks, 
sheets, plates, or tubes. 

Sheets of ivory, tortoise-shell, 
hardened wood, celluloid, &c.., 
whether decorated or incrusted 
or not, intended for the manu- 
facture of bookbindings. 

Hair-felts for industrial purposes. 

Button shanks of all kinds. 

Borders for placards, of sheet 
iron, plain or painted in a 
single colour. 

Springs or stays, not covered, 
intended to give rigidity to the 
bodices of dresses, 

Chair-cane and cane-pith, split or 
not, dyed or varnished; cane 
manufactured or prepared for 
umbrella or sunshade handles. 

Dolls’ heads of wood, china, wax, 
cardboard, plaster of Paris, &c. 

Tubes and pipes of caoutchouc, 
combined or not with other 
materials. 

Oleographs 


Typographical impressions ... oes 
Lithographs, chromolithographs, 
photolithographs, chromotypo- 
graphs, phototypograpbs, photo- 
types, zincographs or other repro- 
ductions of drawings or engravings 
on wood, metal or stone, not 
specially mentioned— 
Of one or two colours— 
Oncardboard . 
On paper... ses _ 
Of more than two colours— 
On cardhoard 
On paper... _ 
Albums and picture or 
books— 
Typographic, coloured or not with 
the brush or on the plate 
All other , coe 
Ceresin ... 


drawi ne 


eee * eee 





Frs. Cts. 


Free. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
18 OU 


18 
35 


00 
00 


40 
70 


00 
00 


20 00 
70 00 
Free. 





F ree. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
18 00 


18 
3d 


09 
00 


39 
60 


00 
00 


25 00 
6) Ov 
Free. 
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BELGIU M—continued. 
| Rate of Duty. 
Tariff No. Articles, — - ba 
. Schedule of the 
At Present. aad Belgian- 
German Treaty. 
cz 62 | Dyes and colours (including arti-| Frs. Cts, Frs, Cts. 
ficial dyes obtained by chemical 
processes, especially artificial in- 
digo), with the exception of shoe- 
polish, oil varnish, and ultramarine 
blue... ‘ai - one 7. Free. Free. 
| Per 109 kilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
Ex 64 | Tissues of cotton mixed with silk, |) 
the cotton predominating in weight, | | 500 00 400 00 
not including coverings which have | eae 
been subjected aft eaving to a| 5 9 pene seen 
je Mage, || 15 % ad val. 15 ¥ ad val. 
process of manufacture other than | | - 
simple hemming - _ one 1) 
Tissues of cotton: All other tissues, 
not including coverings which have 
been subjected after weaving to a 
process of manufacture other than 
simple hemming a. « > aa 
Tissues of wool weighing kt less than | 
200 grammes per square metre 2 + ae > aa 
Tissues of wool: All other tissues, | 
not including coverings which have | 
been subjected after weaving to a | 
process of manufacture other than | 
simple hemming “ _ “fF + to. se a 
Tissues of linen: All other tissues, | 
including handkerchiefs cut out | 
and simply hemmed... 10 ¥ 10 % 
| Per 100 hiloys. Per 100 hilogs. 
Velvet and plush of silk mixed with | 700 00 "00 00 
other textile materials, the silk | apy: scale 
tebe . or at impariter’s option 
predominating in weight, but not 15 Yad val.| 15 %ad val 
exceeding 75 per cent. i ees «, pre 
| Linoleum one on ons | 15 ee > 
Note-—All mixed tissues shall, 
according to kind, be dutiable | 
as tissues of the material pre- | 
dominating in weight. Tissues | 
shall only be considered as | 
mixed when they coutain more | 
than 5 per cent. of textiles | 
other than the predominating | 
material. 
Ex 65 | Seeds, other than oil seeds; wood | 
Free. Free. 
Ex 66 | Botties (large and sm: ul), demijohns | | 


or carboys— | 
Of white or half-white glass 
Other 
Large bottles, demijohns, or carboys, 
enclosed in baskets of osier or other | 
similar materials 


Per 100 kilogs. 


.'t (mostly) 


(10 % ad val, 


10% on 


| 





Per 100 kilogs. 
. @& 
1 1 50 


4 00 
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BELGIUM—continued. 





Rate of Duty. 





Tariff No. Articles, Under the Tariff 


Schedule of the 
At Present. naw Selden. 


German Treaty. 





Frs. Cts. Frs. Cts. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
1 00 1 00 
Common glasswares: articles other : ; 
Ex 66 - or at impor |ter’s option 
(contd.) than bottles, demijohns, or carboys 10% ad val.| 10% ad eal. 


Other glasswares ; except mirror and 
window glass, pavement lights, 


roofing glass, and tiles oe wi won ew iF 
Per 100 hilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
Ee 67 Patésde foiegras ... 60 00 60 00 
Ad69 | Notes.—(1) German white wines shall 


benefit in matters of Customs treat- 
ment and the payment of excise 
duties by all advantages that may 
be accorded to other foreign wines, 
especially red wines of any origin. 

(2) The amount of Customs and 
excise duties to be Jevied on white 
still wines in bottles shall not 
exceed by more than 40 francs per | 
hectolitre the amount of the Customs | 

_ and excise duties to be levied on 

' wine in casks. 
Exi70 | Cycles and parts thereof... we} 12% ad ral. | 12 % ad val. 

















The following provisions of the Additional Treaty may also be 
noted :— 

Samples.—Dutiable articles imported as samples will be recipro- 
cally admitted free of duty, provided that such articles are not 
sold, and are re-exported within a period fixed in advance, 
and provided also that there is no question as to the identity of 
the articles. 

Conversion of ad valorem into specific duties —The Belgian 
Government reserves to itself the right to convert, in consultation 
with the German Government, the ad valorem duties of the Belgian 
Tariff Schedule into equivalent specific duties. 

Price lists, &c.—Sewn or bound price lists and catalogues of 
commercial houses established in Belgium and Germany, even 
containing samples, will be reciprocally admitted free of duty into 
the other contracting country, if bearing exclusively the name of 
the Belgian or German firm j issuing them, without mention of any 
other commercial house or of any agent. 

Glove leather imported to be manufactured and re-exported.—-The 
Contracting Parties will admit, without payment of import or 
export duties, leather cut out or stamped in shape for manufacture 
into gloves, sent from Germany to Belgium in order to be sewn 
and subsequently returned to Germany; as also gloves partly made 
up from this leather by sewing in Belgium and returned to 
Germany to be finished and exported to foreign countries. 
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ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 512 of the 
Prohibition of “Journal” for the 15th September, 1904, 
Export of Maize the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 
Continued through the Foreign Office, of information to 
the effect that the Roumanian Government 
have decided to continue the prohibition of the export of maize 
from Roumania after the 15th inst., until further notice. 





CRETE: 


In a report on the trade of Candia for the year 1904, recently 
issued by the Foreign Office, the Acting 


Surtax on British Vice-Consul at Candia states that a 
Imports and ato 
.  surtax of 14 per cent. for harbour works is 

Exports at Candia. 


imposed on imports and exports at that port. 





MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a translation of the Explanatory Notes and 
Regulations annexed to the Revised Customs 
, Tariff of Mexico which came into force on the 
the Revised . 
Customs Tarify St September.” : 

The translation may be seen by persons 

interested at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 


Explanatory 
Notes to 





CUBA. 


The following is the substance of some decisions affecting the 
C application of the Cuban Customs Tariff which 
ustoms h : os 
or ave recently been published in the Cuban 
Decisions. ‘‘Gaceta Oficial ” :— 

Common wooden scrubbing brushes are dutiable under No. 171 
of the Tariff, at the rate of 5°93 dols. per 100 kilogs. (12s. 7d. 
per cwt.). 

Description of goods in manifests.—Packages entered on manifests 
must not be described in vague terms, such as “effects, ‘“ mer- 
chandise,” ‘“‘ goods”; but words such as “drugs,” “ hardware,” 
“furniture,” ‘ boards,” “‘ wooden planks,” or any similar descriptions 
in accordance with the tariff headings of the various groups into 
which the tariff is divided, are admissible. 

Wines.—No. 278 of the Customs Tariff (white wines, generous 
wines, red or white dessert or liqueur wines) is held to include 





* A translation of the most important paragraphs of this Tariff appeared in the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd August and following issues. 
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CUBA—continuea. 


only those wines containing not more than 18 centesimal degrees 
of alcohol (Malligand) ; and No. 279 (other wines) only those wines 
containing not more than 16 centesimal degrees of alcohol. Wines 
of a greater alcoholic strength will be regarded as compound 
spirits, and pay duty as such under No. 276 of the Tariff, except 
when they are imported in receptacles of one litre capacity or less, 
in which case they are dutiable as wines, even though their 
alcoholic strength exceeds the limits mentioned. 


Tariff No. 95 (a) and (J) should read as follows :— 


Dols. 
(a) Chloride of sodium (common salt), 
‘cae whatever be the country of origin 
—— 100 kilogs. 1-00 
(>) Salt ground or manufactured in any form ‘ 1°30 





COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Tariff translations of three recent Decrees of the 
‘ficati President of Costa Rica establishing the tariff 

Classifications. — ¢), <sification of certain articles as follows :— 

‘* Manterina,” and other similar greases which are or can be used 
as substitutes for hogs’ lard, are dutiable as ‘‘ hogs’ lard,” at the 
rate of 20 cents per kilog. (2°09d. per |b.). 

Ordinary woven hemp webbing, commonly used in the manufac- 
ture of girths and for furniture webbing, is dutiable under No. 77 
of the Customs Tariff as “saddlery,” at the rate of 33 cents per 
kilog. (344d. per lb.), plus the surtax of 50 per cent. established 
by the Decree of 27th April, 1901. 

Cotton flannel, printed or with coloured stripes, whether for use 
in the manufacture of men’s shirts or of women’s dresses, is to 
pay duty as “shirtings” under No. 43 of the Customs Tariff, at 
the rate of 54 cents per kilog. (5°64d. per lb.), plus the surtax of 


50 per cent. established by the Decree of 27th April, 1901. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the British Guiana 
‘Official Gazette” for 3lst August last, con- 
Light Dues. taining an Ordinance (No. 23 of 1905) which 
was assented to by the Governor of the Colony 
on 31st August last, and which amends the Tax Ordinance No. 5 
of 1905. 
The amending Ordinance provides, inter alia, for the payment of 
a light duty of 4 cents per ton on the registered tonnage of every 
vessel, other than a coasting vessel, entering any port of the Colony, 
and is to come into force upon such a day as the Governor shall 
notify by proclamation. 
The clauses 4, 5 and 6 of section 9 of the original Ordinance, 
exempting certain vessels from the payment of tonnage duty, are 


repealed. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Mr. E. C. Hertslet) reports that 

nen during the early part of the present year (1905) 

Settee Genel the new canal between Zeebrugge and Bruges, 

* which gives the latter port direct access to the 

sea, was opened to traffic, and already some regular lines of 
steamers have been established. 

Since the construction of the mole at the entrance to the canal 
the backwash of the tide has caused the silting up of sand under 
the groyne, and instead of keeping the entrance to the canal free 
from the formation of sandbanks the mole constructed has had an 
opposite effect, and, to the consternation of those concerned, the 
sand is siiting up in considerable quantities round the base of the 
structure, and threatens at some future date to gain a mastery 
over the dredging operations which are being incessantly carried 


out in order to keep the fairway clear for the passage of ships. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,501.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A communication has been received from H.M. Consul at Portland, 
; Oregon (Mr. James Laidlaw), reporting that 

Reduced Docking 1), Port of Portland Sembee fo loan 
onan their rates on vessels which dock for cleaning 

Perea, Se. and painting only, by allowing from one to 
three free lay days after the first. 

A schedule of the revised rates for dry docking may be seen at 
the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


CAPE COLONY: 


The “South African Architect” calls attention to the recent 

discovery at Port Nolloth of gypsum in very 

Gypsum. considerable quantities, and quotes from an 

analysis: “this sample consists of fragments 

of pure crystallised gypsum, which contains 79:1 per cent. of 

sulphate of lime and 20°9 per cent. of water chemically combined. 

The crystallised gypsum is suitable for burning to make plaster of 

Paris and when very finely crushed is largely employed (unburnt) 
for many agricultural purposes as an efficient fertiliser.” 

The ‘‘ Architect” considers that an important local industry 

might be developed. 





RUSSIA: 


The British Commercial Agent at Moscow (Mr. H. Cooke) reports, 
on the authority of the “Commercial and 
Industria! Gazette,” that in order to ensure the 
necessary fuel supply for industrial purposes, 
the Russian Ministry of Finance have taken 
c measures for the reduction of railway tariffs for 
ustoms Tariff the conveyance of coal, both Russi d forei 
on. Maphtha. , yance of coal, both Russian and foreign. 
Further, it is proposed to authorise the import 
of naphtha and naphtha residue from abroad at reduced Customs 
duty rates, or altogether duty-free. Offers of Galician and 
Roumanian liquid fuel have already been received. The port of 
Novorossisk offers the best conveniences for the delivery of the 
same. 

A conference meets on the 22nd September/5th October, under 
the presidency of the Minister of Finance, of representatives of the 
oil and coal industries, fuel consumers (manufacturers and ship- 
owners) and Ministerial officials, to discuss the situation. 


Proposed Reduc- 
tion in Railway 
Rates on Coal and 
Naphtha and in 


The following figures of the production of iron ore, coal, pig-iron, 
steel ingots and castings, and steel rails in 
Russia and Finland for the past three years 
are based on statistics furnished by the 


Production of 
Coal, Iron and 
Steel. 


Finance of the Russian Government :— 











om 1902. 1903. 1904. 
Metric tons. Metric tons. Metric tons, 
Iron ore ~ ae -_ mah 3,487,000 4 219,000 5,272,000 
Coal ... aoe a a -..| 16,431,000 17,818,000 19,318,000 
Pig-iron iis eae pee 2,597,000 2,487,000 2,978,000 
Steel ingots and casting B ese = 2,183.000 2,411,000 2,812,000 
Steel rails i 382,000 332,000 402,000 




















Statistical Department of the Ministry of 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin (Sir F. C. Lascelles, 


New Mining 
Ordinance. 


dated 8th August, 1905, for German South-West Africa, which 
comes into force on the Ist January, , 


G.0.B., G.C.M.G.), 


transmitting a copy and 


translation of an Imperial Mining Ordinance, 


The translation referred to may be consulted at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 
10 a.m. and Il p.m.). 





FRANCE, 


The French “Journal Officiel” of 20th September publishes 
statistics relating to the production of iron and 
steel in France in the first six months of 1905, 
on which the following table is based. No 

comparative figures for the corresponding period 
of the preceding year can be given, as the 


Iron and Steel 
Production First 
Six Months of 
1905. 


statistics are presented this year in aremodelled form. Last year’s 
figures in the form then given were published on 


p. 605 of the 


“ Board bsalke Trade Journal” of 29th Beptember, : 1904: = 











Cast iron— 
Forge pig 
Foundry pig... 
Bessemer pig... 
Thomas pig ... 
Special pig ... 


Welded iron and steel, worked— 


Total 


Merchant iron and steel 


Sheets 


mie steel— 
; Rails... 


Merchant steel, including ty res of wheels 


Sheets 
Forging 
Steel castings 


Ingots 


Total 


Total of mild steel worl el 


Bisome and billete :..: 


Kirst 


Six Months ¥ 


of 1905. 











Tons. 
317,860 
355,588 
80,000 
731,043 
15,311 





1,499,802 





327,442 
39,240 





$66,682 





155,690 


297,342 . 


143,660 
25,153 
13,051 





634,896 
1,073.155 
457,863 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


The “ Iron Age” (New York) states that the output of quicksilver 
‘Gittiniien in the United States during 1904, as reported 
Producti to the Geological Survey, was 34, 570 flasks, 

eT emegs valued at 1,503,795 dols. Up to Ist June, 
in 1904. 1904, these flasks held 7634 lbs. each; since 

then they have contained 75 lbs. each. The production of 1904 

was @ decrease from that of 1903, which amounted to 35,620 flasks, 

valued at 1,544,934 dols. 

All the quicksilver produced in the United States comes from 
Texas and California. The average price for quicksilver per flask 
in San Francisco was 44°10 dols. in 1902, 45°29 dols. in 1903, and 
43°50 dols. in 1904. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


PERSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Sistan (Capt. A. D. Macpherson), in his recent 
' report on the trade of Sistan and Kain in 
rsa 1904-5, states that in exports increases appear 
Sistan. under practically all heads, but noticeably 
under that of silk tissues, in which a trade has 

sprung up from nothing at all to over 43, 000 rs. This silk, which 
is a kind of imitation Bokhara silk, is manufactured in the environs 
of Meshed and Sabzawar, and apparently now commands a reudy 


sale in India. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,500.) 





MEXICO. 


According to the report of H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. F. P. 

Leay), Mexico consumes annually about 
Cotton Industry. 120,000 bales of cotton, of which half is raised 

in the country and the balance imported from 
the United States. The actual production of cotton last year in 
the Republic was about 67,000 bales against 53,000 bales in 1908. 
The crop for the present year (1904-05) will probably reach 
72,000 to 75,000 bales. 

The principal cotton mills in the Republic are in the State of 
Vera Cruz. They are known as the Campania Industrial de 
Orizaba, which owns four mills, with a capital of 850,000/., and this 
company alone pays taxes to the amount of some 30,000I. per 
annum; and the Compania Industrial Veracruzana, which owns 
the Santa Rosa mills at Necoxtla, with a capital of 340,0001. 
In Puebla and other States there are mills of almost equal 
importance. 
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Yarns and Textiles. 





MEXICO —continued. 


Mr. Leay states that a great number of the gins in the cotton 
districts of Mexico are of old pattern. When the planters adopt 
modern machinery and ginning appliances the cotton grown in 
the country should, in his opinion, equal that brought from the 
United States. 


With reference to the attempts to grow jute in Mexico (see p. 38), 
it may be noted that, according to Mr. Leay’s 
Jute Industry. report, there are two jute mills in the country, 
one at Orizaba, a British concern, and one at 
Cuautitlan. The former has been and is being still further greatly 
extended, and at present has a capacity of over 100 tons per week, 
the spinning flat containing over 6,000 spindles and the weaving 
260 looms, in addition to dyeing and finishing departments. The 
whole plant is driven and lighted by electricity, with power 
generated from falls in the Rio Blanco. The concession for water 
power covers sufficient to develop 8,000 horse-power, of which but 
1,200 are utilised. (Koreiwgn Office, Annual Series, 3,503.) 





JAPAN. 


In his recent report on the trade of Yokohama, H.M. Consul- 
General there (Mr. J.C. Hall), states that fully 

Silk Exports. four-fifths of the value of exports from the port 
in 1904 belonged to the leading staple, silk, 

amounting to close on 14,000,000/. out of the 17,300,000/. for all 
exports. Most of the increase was in raw silk, of which nearly. 
13,000,000 Ibs., value 9,059,000/. were exported in 1904, as against 
under 10,000,000 lbs., value 7,588,000/., exported in 1903. But 
in one silk manufacture, habutze, there was also a noteworthy 
increase, the export rising from 2,638,000 lbs., value 2,800,000/. in 
1903, to 3,587,000 lbs., value 3,819,000/. in 1904. With regard 
to the silk production for the year, Mr. Hall remarks that although 
sericulture in Japan has undoubtedly a steady tendency to increase 
year by year, the unprecedentedly large export for 1904 cannot be 
taken as an indication of a corresponding increase in production. 
The margin of excess in the export figures of this over previous 
years is too wide to find its explanation in increased production, 
and must be sought in the abnormal conditions brought about by 
the war which prompted the people to curtail home consumption 
in favour of foreign trade, with a view to increasing the resources 
of the country ; thus a considerable quantity of the staple which 
in former years found a market at home was last year diverted to 
swell the figures of the export trade. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 3,502.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 30th September, 1905, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat bi — ‘a ca mee Be 
Barley ad an ra ... 248. 8d. 
Oats ae ee a am) a 


For further particulars see p. A2, 


A statement is published on p. 43, showing the quantities of 


l os afd: the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ioe : a a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
culvura’ +roduce. week ended the 30th September, 1905, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1904. 





| UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

H.M. Consul at Portland, Oregon, (Mr. James Laidlaw) reports that 
) Ht t according to close estimates recently made of 
Wheat Harvest th. wheat harvests of Oregon, Washington 

_ Oregon, a and Idaho, the out-turn will not be less than 
megs Ny _ 90,000,000 bushels, which, after deduction of 
omen what is necessary for seed and home consump- 

tion, will leave a surplus of about 39,000,000 bushels for supplying 
export millers and for export. Some estimates are higher, but the 
above is believed to be conservative. It is a problem how much 
of this surplus will be exported to the Asiatic markets, to which 
exports both of wheat and flour are at present very large, ‘and wheat 
is also being sent. coastwise to San Francisco in considerable 
quantities. ‘There is none of the abnormal demand which existed 
last year for the Eastern States, and it would therefore appear that 

a large production of the surplus wheat will seek its normal market 

in Europe as in past years. 





MEXICO. 

According to the report of H.M. Consul at Vera ‘Cruz (Mr. F. P. 

Leay) jute has hitherto been imported from 
Jute Cultivation. Calcutta, but in view of the fertility of the soil in 

the State of Vera Cruz, and the variety of climatic 
conditions at the various altitudes and along the rivers, attempts 
are being made in different parts to cultivate jute locally. Should 
they prove successful, as is anticipated, an immense impetus will 
be given to the trade, as the high freights and cost of handling 
from the grower in India to the mills in Orizaba and Cuautitlan 
handicap the local production. The seed for these trials has been 
distributed and results will shortly be obtainable. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,503.) | 
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Agriculture. 





PERU, 


“Kl Peruano” of the 28th July, referring to the fact that agri- 

culture in Peru is much hindered by the 

Irrigation. scarcity of water, states that in the departments 

of Piura and Ica wells are being sunk, to 

study practically the possibility of irrigation by means of artesian 

springs; an expert is also studying the volume of various rivers 
with a view to their use in irrigation. 


The same paper states that sericulture should be a branch of 
agriculture, in Peru, of considerable importance, 

Sericulture. owing to the suitability of the country for mul- 

berry cultivation and the rearing of silk-worms. 
The last Congress ordered a school of sericulture to be founded in 
Abancay ; it will assume its functions in a short time. 

The industry is being further stimulated by the planting of 
considerable quantities of mulberry trees in two plots of ground, 
the property of the State, near the capital, and by the carrying 
on, under Italian supervision, of a practical school founded in 
Lima. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom, 
during the week ended the 28th September, 1905, 
Cotton Statistics, was 50,057 (including 156 bales British West 
African), and the number imported during the 
39 weeks ended the 28th September was 2,897,465 (including 
3,872 bales British West Indian and 3,193 bales British West 
African). As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 28th September, 1905, 7,455 bales, and for the 39 weeks, 
309,083. 
For further details see p. 42. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars concerning paper mills in India have 
been received at the Board of Trade, through 
Paper Mills. the India Office :—- 

“There are eight paper mills in operation— 
three in the Bombay Presidency, four in Bengal, and one at 
Lucknow. Of the eight, two are private concerns in the Bombay 
Presidency. So far as information is obtainable, the total capital 
invested amounts to Rs. 67,33,000. Most of the white and blue 
foolscap and much of the blotting paper, notepaper, and envelopes 
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Miscellaneous. 





used in the Indian Government Offices is now obtained from the 
Indian mills. The total quantity of paper made in 1904 was 
45,000,000 lbs., and its reported value Rs. 61,49,446. The mills 
employ 4,266 persons. The capital employed has been doubled in 
20 years, since 1885, and the production and number of persons 
employed have increased about four-fold. Two of the larger mills 
in Bengal have paid no dividends for five years, as they have been 
unable to compete successfully with the cheap wood-pulp paper of 
attractive appearance which is largely imported from Europe. 

The following table shows the number of paper mills, the capital 
and labour employed, and the production of paper in India during 
each of the last five years :-— 

















Daily Production. 
Number of romney Average ee 
: apital 7 
—— Mills at Number of 
Work. Employed (as Persons 
far as known). Employed. Quantity. Value. 
Rs. Lbs. | Rs. 
1900... 8 70,22,000 4,871 | 45,940,591 | 62,51,748 
1901... 9 73,20,000 4,978 46,713,125 | 65,83,724 
1902... ~ 73,20,000 4,865 46,654,883 | 64,38,319 
1903 9 47,00,000 |t 4593 43,633,870 | 59,14,799 
coe #122,200 j va ’ ? o= "3 
49,00,000 . 
1904... 8 } siaesee i 4.266 45,097,802 | 61,49,446 























BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The following particulars of the trade of the British Central Africa 
Trade ; Protectorate for the year ended 3lst March, 
an ~ hon 1905, are based on statistics received from the 
ale Commercial Intelligence Office, Zomba :— 
The value of imports and exports of the Protectorate, excluding 
specie and goods in transit, was as follows, figures for the two 
preceding years being added for purposes of comparison :— 











| 
isis 1902-3. 1903-4. | 1904-5. 
£ £ £ 
Nl a age a aa 206,700 212,500 
Exports eee jas es ove ove 34,800 27,400 46,500 
Total cc ccs cee ave] ~:178,600 234,100 259,000 














Under the heading of “ free goods,” which include machinery, 
artificial manures, cotton seed, live stock, &c., the most noticeable 
increase in the import trade took place, the values being: 42,0007. 


in 1903-4; 92,0002. in 1904-5. Most other goods, except hardware, 
showed decreases. 
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Miscellaneous. 





With regard to exports, cotton increased to 5,900I., as compared 
with 1,800/. in 1903-4 and 31. in 1902-3; coffee amounted in value 
to 27,100/., as against 17,800/. in 1903-4 and 25,1771. in 1902-38 ; 
and rubber to 2,2001., as compared with 400/. in 1903-4 and 
1,1802. in 1902-3. 





CEYLON—MALDIVE ISLANDS, 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
Empert and copy of a report* on the trade of the Maldive 
Export Trade Islands, from which it appears that the value 
P ‘of exports from the Maldives to Ceylon was 
Rs. 1,892,669 in 1904, as compared with Rs. 1,448,316 in 1908, 
an increase of Rs. 444,353. The total imports into the Maldives 


from Ceylon were Rs. 165,365 in 1904, as compared with 


Rs. 74,500 in 1903. 
Rupee = ls. 4d. 





DENMARK, 


The following particulars of the production of brandy, beer, sugar, 
and margarine in Denmark, in 1904, are taken 
from an account recently published by the 
Danish Bureau of Statistics. 
duction in 1904 The 42 distilleries existing in Denmark in 
uction in 1904. 1904 produced 33,950,000 litres of brandy, as 
compared with 35,146,000 litres produced by 48 distilleries in 1903. 
The duty paid amounted to 3,000,000 crowns (about 167,000/.). 
The export was insignificant, and the import was only about 
970,000 litres. 

Beer is divided into two classes:—(1) Alcoholic and dutiable. 
(2) Non-alcoholic and duty free. Of the former, the 43 breweries 
in the Kingdom produced 730,000 tuns in 1904, 20,000 tuns of 
which were exported; the import was unimportant. In 1903, 
44. breweries produced 710,000 tuns. Like alcohol, the con- 
sumption of this kind of beer is diminishing in Denmark. The 
output in 1904 of the 382 breweries producing non-alcoholic (duty 
free) beer was 1,155,000 tuns (as compared with 1,111,000 tuns in 
1903), nearly all of which was consumed in the country. The 
production and consumption of this class of beer continues to 
show a notable increase. 

The out-turn of the seven sugar factories was 88,500,000 lbs. of 
beet sugar in 1904, as against 91,730,000 in 1903. 

The production of margarine in 1904 totalled 43,500,000 lbs. 
from 17 factories, as compared with 41,760,000 lbs. from 19 
factories in 1903. 


Brandy, Beer, 
Sugar, and 
Margarine Pro- 





* May be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported ani Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 39 Weeks 
ended 28th September, 1905 :— 




























































Week ended a Week ended 39 —— 
meee 28th Sept., 28th Sept. os 
1905 28th Sept., 1905, | 29th Sept., 
’ 1905, , 1905. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No, No. No. No. . 
American aaa sos - 36,977 2,388,0927 4,608 211,354 
Brazilian eee eee ee 3,972 61,604 — 549 
East Indian ... eee - 235 49,681 + 856 15,553 
Egyptian _ nw al 5,054 333,118+ 1,871 76,889 
Miscellaneous eee - 3,819* 64,9707] | 120 4,738+ 
re 50,057 2,897,465 || 7,455 309,088 













* Including 156 bales British West African. 
+ Corrected figures. 
t Including 3,872 bales British West Indian and 3,193 bales British West African 





Corn 


Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 30th September, 1905, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


























Average Price. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
a 4. & dd, & d. 
Week ended 30th September, 1905 ... oe 26 9 24 «68 16 1 
Corresponding week in-— 
1598 ... eee ove eee eee ooef 26 6 27. «5b 16 7 
1899 see eee eee eee see eee 26 0 28 0 16 5 
1900 eee eee eee eee eee eee 28 9 26 2 16 10 
1901 eee eee eee ses eee eee 25 8 26 3 17 7 
1902 see eee eee eee few eee 25 10 25 11 17 5 
1903 eee eee eee see eee eee 26 3 23 +] 15 9 
1904 eee eee see eee eee eee 29 10 25 5 15 8 








* Section 8 of 









the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty [Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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e 
Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce gi 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 30th September, 1905, f. 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the i 
previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
—— 30th Sept., | ing Week in 
. 1905. 1904. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves Number. 10,503 10,691 
Sheep and lambs age see 9 1,275 10,424 
Swine _ ae ” ~— — 
Horses ... . 97 263 
Fresh Meat :— 
—— = w= = « we ie Cwts. 90,757 85,844 
Mutton ... i el os ees dal - 69,822 53,581 
Pork fod 99 9,030 12,402 
Salted or preserved meat : -—- 
Bacon ... “n de ne Cwts. 102,405 98,168 
Beef eee eee eee eee ” 1,725 3,820 
Hams eee eee eee eee 79 15,914 18,404 i 
Pork a 4,159 5,596 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh | pa 9,529 8.532 : 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... ie 14,972 14,100 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— ‘ 
Butter ... one ene slam _ Cwts. 63,073 69,578 i 
Margarine Govy ge “teal Soul i 21,659 19,071 E 
Cheese i” - 41,780 46,752 : 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums - a ane d 
ag ge aes Y onary am Pi 150 51 | 
» condensed si i - 17,202 16,259 i 
»» preserved, other kinds.. am one mn 95 77 \ 
Eggs ce ods i ine ove | Grt. Hundr. 396,262 415,227 a 
ee ee eee eee 3,777 3,498 | 
Game a fir i 3,111 2,298 | 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts. 29,224 33,263 
Lard lied - 85,031 24,093 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... ie ae i Cwts. 2,039,100 2,033,200 
Wheat meal and flour abc” <"¢0 . 238,900 160,600 
a ts tae. | 2 fete eek. oe pe 793,000 870,000 
Oats... ‘ae site baa oe oa a. 241,700 284,400 
Peas ? - 53,530 47,085 
Beans a 8 ie ee ‘ 16,580 42,080 
Maize or Indian corn... se. tse, ae in 1,027,600 1,438,400 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples oi a Cwts. 85,128 118,837 
Apricots and peaches ene eee eve one 9 8 14 
Bananas see. wo EC 121,898 108,587 
Cherries ... one oes ove oes eve Cwts. om —_ 
Currants... ose wan one eee - om _ 
Gooseberries - — aon 
Grapes ... - 40,536 38,505 
ik to . we Coe > ae ae ee 4,417 12,329 1 
is hhagt)* “Gas a de Oo Ogi a 3, 940 10,854 | 
OS Saas a 29,162 28,140 | 
see. ith cr aes ee ne - 8,167 9,041 
Strawberries... eee out ose es pase _— 
Unenumerated ... ra 14,457 16,671 
Hay... a. ain ae Tons. 2,820 2,554 
aw .. cae “ 1,172 1,433 
Moss Litter. (Not shown in 1904)... ie 1,224 — 
Hops a * ,' a. aa _ Cwts. 2,678 13,905 4 
Locust Beans... one ees one - —_ = , 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... ee _ jin wut .--| Bushels. 196,842 204,384 
Potatoes a ae a ‘ Cwts. 30,995 36,486 
Tomatoes ee -3) ee ee : is 11,634 © 17,163 
Unenumerated .. he’ * aes age .| Value £ 2,499 3,586 
Vegetables, dried er ae ae Cwts. 5,654 6,342 
Preserved tia OR See . 3,418 5,662 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1905, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S. W.; ; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. for the first, 
and 4s. 3d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade 
of the United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the September issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in August; Cotton Spinning Trade ; 
Labour Disputes and Conciliation, and Arbitration in France in 
1904; Trades Union Congress; Changes in Rates of Wages and 
Hours of Labour in 1904 ; Proceedings under the Conciliation 
Act, 1903-5; Directory of Industrial Associations; and Profit 
Sharing in 1904-5. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Miscellaneous Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 640. Scheme for the Extension of the Port of Antwerp. 


This report gives details of the port extension scheme, which, 
when carried out, will quadruple the superficial area of the port of 
Antwerp, rendering it larger than any other now in existence. A 
plan of the new extension, showing the bed of the Scheldt after 
construction of its new course, &., &c., is appended. 
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Government Publications. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British colonies have been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 455. British Honduras. 
, 456. Seychelles. 
» 457. Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
or the 


Forty-ninth report of the Commissioners of H.M. Customs (f 
year ended 31st March, 1905). [Od. 2,647.) Price 44d. 


According to this report, the gross Imperial Customs Revenue 
collected in the year 1904-05 amounted to 36,503,4421., or after 
deduction of drawbacks and repayments, to 30,620,883/., which is 
remarkable as being the largest amount ever collected by the 
Customs in one year. 

The largest items in the total Customs receipts during the last 
two financial years were as follows :— 





Year ended 3lst March. 

















Gross Produce of Customs Duties (excluding 
Duties collected in the Isle of Man). 
1904. 1905. 
Export—coal ... 2,317,874 2,051,653 
Import— 
Spirits— 
Rum ... 2,345,561 2,247,306 
Brandy oon sn 1,267,419 1,251,863 
Geneva and other sorts... 1,050,434 499.167 
Sugar, refined and unrefined ... 5,600,702 5,816,667 
Tea... mes one ond 6,572,734 8,279,341 
Tobacco and snuff 12,889,420 13,584,195 
Wine 1,339,254 1,188,342 





India (Aden). 
163. 52d. 


Report on Aden Harbour by Aden Commission. 





This is a Return (in part) prepared at the India Office, to an 
Address of the House of Lords. Part I. is the report, together 
with connected papers, relating to proposals for harbour improve- 
ments and increased wharf accommodation at the port of Aden, 
the development of trade by the improvement of communications 
with the interior on the Arabian side, the securing of the 
Abyssinian trade vid Harrar, &c. 

Part II. consists of statistics of Foreign, Local and Indian trade 
with Aden for the year 1900-01 to 1904-05. 
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Government Publications. 





Agreement between the British and Swedish Post Offices concerning 
the direct exchange af Parcels by Parcel Post. [Cd. 2,666. ] 
Price 2d. 


This agreement is on the basis of the Parcel Post Convention of 
Washington of loth June, 1907. From the United Kingdom to 
Sweden the maximum weight is 11 lbs. English, and from 
Sweden to the United Kingdom the maximum weight is 5 kilogs. 
The basis for rates of postage is :— 


Francs. 
Not over 3 lbs., or 1 kilo. ... das aa ony * re 
Over 3 lbs., but not over 7 lbs., or 3 kilos. oa re 
Over 7 x 2. Si ae a. ae 


but either Administration shall be at liberty to adopt such 
approximate amounts as may be convenient in its own currency. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Intelligence Division). 
Report of Proceedings [2,637]. Price 6d. 


This is the annual report for the year 1904, made by the 
Intelligence Division of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, of 
proceedings under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, Merchandise 
Marks Acts, Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Acts and the Board 
of Agriculture Act. Included are lists of District Agricultural 
Analysts and Honorary Agricultural Correspondents. 


Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, with detailed report for 1904. 
[ Cd. 2,722.] Price 1s. 


The statistics of the area under crops published in this volume 
show that there was a decrease in 1904, as compared with 1903, 
of 36,848 acres in the total crop acreage, other than hay, whilst 
there was an increase of 35,995 acres in the area under hay. 
Amongst cereals, the acreage under oats showed a decrease of 
18,766 acres, whilst the area under barley was comparatively 
stationary. ‘The wheat area showed a heavy decline, amounting 
to 6,000 acres. In cabbages, turnips and potatoes there were also 
considerable shrinkages. Flax remained stationary. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 


BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
and intended for general information, is conveyed to the public. 
The “Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & _— 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 


THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.—In consequence of the transfer 
of the Imperial Institute to the Board of Trade from the beginning 
of 1903, the work formerly carried on by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Office of the Imperial Institute is now conducted by the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

Among the branches of work now carried on by the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington are the scientific investigation of 
the economic products of the British Empire with a view to their 
commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of the arrangement 
and classification of the Collection of these products which is 
exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the 
sample room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “Imperial Institute Bulletin,” issued quarterly, contains 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in. the 


Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 
March, 1905. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 





India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial commu- 
nity. 
In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Cape of Good Hope——The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, which will be 
under the direction of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Mr. Lewis Atkinson, who has been appointed Commercial 
Agent, attends daily to deal with enquiries on all Commercial and 
‘Trade matters connected with Cape Colony. 


Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a ate office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 
directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 


of the State can be seen. 
March, 1905. 











